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Centre for Training and Research in Public Finance and Policy (CTRPFP) 

 

The CTRPFP was established in the year 2011 as a consequence of a MOU signed between the 

Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta and Government of India, Ministry of Finance, 

Department of Revenue for promotion of study, research, and training in public finance and 

policy. The Centre aspires to promote effective economic, social and public policies through 

better understanding of their impact on individuals, families, businesses and public finances. It 

desires to communicate its research conclusions effectively, thereby maximizing their impact on 

policy, both directly and through public debate, to a wide range of audiences. It plans to establish 

itself as the authoritative commentator on public finance, tax and welfare policy, inequality and 

poverty, productivity and innovation, etc. 

Research  

The research activities undertaken by the Centre for Training and Research in Public Finance and 

Policy includes:  

 Promotion of research and policy studies related to contemporary fiscal affairs, with a 

special focus on taxation.  

 Evaluation of implications and impact of various fiscal measures. 

 Developing capacities within the Centre, the West Bengal State Tax administration and 

other State Tax administrations to handle modern day challenges and carrying out 

reforms. 

 Impact evaluation of government programmes and policies.   

 Taking up various studies, especially related to goods and service tax. 

What we offer 

The Centre for Training and Research in Public Finance and Policy provides small research 

grants up to Rs 3 Lakhs for a period of six to twelve months to enable researchers to develop 

proposals and get preliminary results on Public Finance, Public Economics and Public Policy.  

In order to qualify for a grant, the proposal should focus on a thematic area supported by the 

Centre for Training and Research in Public Finance and Policy and faculty member of the centre 

should be a co - researcher on the project. There is an ongoing call for proposal. The program 

coordinator (ctrpfp.cssscal.org) may be contacted for further details.  
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26
th

 – 30
th

 November 2012 
 

Day 1 (26
th

 November 2012) 

10:00  - 10:30 am: Registration of Participants 

  

10:30  - 10:45 am: Inauguration by Director, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, 

Calcutta & Project Director, CTRPFP 

  

10:45  - 11:00 am: Tea Break 

  

Morning session      Chairperson: Sugata Marjit, CTRPFP (CSSSC) 
 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm: First Plenary Lecture: 

Empirical Evidence and Tax Reform: Lessons from the Mirrlees 

Review 

Richard Blundell, University College London 

  

1:00 - 1:15 pm: Question & Answer Session 

 

 
 

1:15 - 2:15 pm: Lunch Break 

Afternoon session Chairperson: Tushar Nandi, CTRPFP (CSSSC) 
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2:15 pm – 3:00 pm: Reforming Fuel Subsidies in India 

Adil Mohommad, International Monetary Fund 

 
Abstract 

This paper examines the incidence and impact of India’s fuel subsidies on 

household welfare, and the fiscal and welfare implications of raising fuel prices 

to market levels. Making use of detailed household consumption expenditure 

data from the 66
th
 Round of the National Sample Survey, as well as data on the 

structure of inputs in the Indian economy from the Central Statistical 

Organization’s Input Output Transaction Tables for 2003-04, we find: (i) as 

commonly experienced in other countries, fuel subsidies are poorly targeted 

and disproportionately benefit wealthier households; (ii) raising fuel prices to 

market levels would have a moderate impact on inflation in the economy and 

thus on households’ cost of living; (iii) the cost of compensating poor 

households for higher fuel prices – both due to the direct impact of higher fuel 

prices and indirectly due to the higher cost of other goods and services – is 

substantially lower than the fiscal savings on fuel subsidies, freeing up 

resources that can be invested to raise the economy’s growth potential. 

 
  

3:00 pm – 3:45 pm: India’s Move from Sales Tax to VAT: A Hit or Miss? 

Sattwik Santra, Centre for Training and Research in Public Finance 

and Policy 

 
Abstract 

The Value Added Tax and Sales Tax are indirect commercial taxes in India. 

Government of India introduced Value Added Tax (VAT) across all its states 

in subsequent stages in the early years of this millennium. The main motive 

behind this move was to make the commercial tax collection more transparent, 

accountable and revenue enhancing. The purpose of this paper is to see if the 

introduction of VAT has indeed served its purpose or not. 

  

3:45 pm – 4:15 pm: Tea Break 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

4:15 pm – 5:00 pm: Hit The Trunk, Branches Will Fall Automatically 

Alpana Kateja, Central University of Rajasthan 

 
Abstract 

Access to drinking water and sanitation is both a human rights issue and a key 

development challenge that has profound health implications. Improvements in 

water supply and sanitation along with effective hygiene education play a 

major role in reducing high levels of morbidity and mortality. This paper 

probes into the current scenario of access to safe drinking water and sanitation 

in India, analyzes the progress made in last decade, and also evaluates its 

impact on infant mortality rate and child mortality rate. Applying rotated 

Principal Component Analysis (PCA) on selected indicators of sanitation, the 

study aims to construct a comprehensive measure of sanitation. The Index of 

sanitation so derived has been then used in regression analysis – to investigate 

its impact on health, and also in cluster analysis – to prepare typology of 

sanitation and health. The paper locates recent achievements in access to 

drinking water and sanitation in national context and profiles the current status 

in different groups of Indian states. 

The study concludes that while there has been significant movement in recent 

years, the achievements, as a whole, have been slow and unbalanced. Large 

differences remain between the more developed and less developed states. 

Estimated regression coefficients confirm that index of sanitation has the 

significant positive effect on all the mortality indicators. It is quite evident 

from the typology that the states which have a relatively better access to 

drinking water and sanitation enjoy better health outcome. On the contrary, the 

states which have a lower level of access to drinking water and sanitation 

experience poor health outcomes. Being root source of poor health, steps to 

scale up sanitation can help provide better value for money spent on health 

infrastructure and health delivery system. It concludes with a series of policy-

oriented recommendations that identify priorities for governments and civil 

society. 
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Day 2 (27
th

 November 2012) 

 

Morning session  
 

Chairperson: Amitava Bose, Indian Institute of 

Management Calcutta  
 11:00 am – 1:00 pm: Second Plenary Lecture:  

Allowance for Corporate Equity (ACE): Conceptual and 

Implementation Issues 

Flavio M. Menezes, The University of Queensland 

1:00 pm – 1:15 pm: Question & Answer Session 

  

1:15 pm – 2:15 pm: Lunch Break 

  

Afternoon session  

 

Chairperson: Saibal Kar, CSSSC 

 

2:15 pm – 3:00 pm: 

 

Spillover Effects Of Minimum Wages: Theory And 

Experimental Evidence 

Marcus Dittrich, Chemnitz University of Technology and 

CESIFO 

 

Abstract 

We study spillover effects of minimum wages in a laboratory 

experiment. In a bilateral firm-worker bargaining setting, we 

find that the introduction of a minimum wage exerts upward 

pres-sure on wages even if the minimum wage is too low to 

be a binding restriction. Furthermore, raising the minimum 

wage to a binding level increases the bargained wage above 

the new minimum wage level. While the Nash bargaining 

solution cannot explain the existence of spillover effects, the 

Kalai-Smorodinsky bargaining solution yields results that are 

qualitatively more in line with our experimental findings. 

 

  



 

3:00 pm -3:45 pm: Sequential lending with dynamic joint liability in micro 

finance 

Prabal Roy Chowdhury, Indian Statistical Institute, Delhi 

 
Abstract 

This paper develops a theory of sequential lending in micro-

finance that centers on the notion of dynamic incentives, in 

particular the simple idea that default incentives should be 

relatively uniformly distributed across time. In a framework 

that allows project returns to accrue over time (rather than at 

a single point), as well as strategic default, we show that 

sequential lending can help resolve problems arising out of 

coordinated default, thus improving project efficiency vis-a-

vis individual lending. Inter alia, we also provide a 

justification for the use of frequent repayment schemes, as 

well as demonstrate that, depending on how it is manifested, 

social capital has nuanced implications for project efficiency 

and borrower default. 

 

 

3:45 pm – 4:15 pm: 

 

Tea Break 
  

4:15 pm – 5:00 pm: Effect of Oil Tax in the Indian Economy 

Hiranya Lahiri, Jadavpur University 

 

Abstract 

This paper studies the effect of oil-taxation in the case of Indian 

Economy. In the literature, all studies primarily concentrate on the 

magnitude of decrease in output level due to a supply shock or 

policy shock like output. In this present paper, the authors look 

into the effect of oil-taxation by incorporating feedback though the 

share market, investment and government’s fiscal-deficit target 

under alternate exchange rate regimes. The paper finds that a tax 

on oil may even lead to expansionary effect on output, rather than 

leaving a recessionary impact under certain conditions. 
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DAY 3 (28
th

 November 2012) 

 

Day Excursion in a launch on River Hooghly (by invitation only) from 11 AM – 5 PM 

Lunch and drinks will be served on the launch. 
 

Boarding launch from Babughat: 10:30 am onwards 

Launch departs from Babughat: 11:00 am  

Launch returns to Babughat: 5:00 pm 

 

DAY 4 (29
th

 November 2012) 

 
 

Morning session Chairperson: Abhirup Sarkar, Indian Statistical 

Institute, Calcutta 

 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm: Third Plenary Lecture:  

Role of Auctions in the Allocation of Public Goods 

Flavio M. Menezes, The University of Queensland 

 

1:00 pm – 1:15 pm: Question & Answer Session 

  

1:15 pm – 2:15 pm: Lunch Break 



 

 

 

Afternoon session  

 

Chairperson: Sattwik Santra, CTRPFP (CSSSC) 

 
2:15 pm – 3:00 pm: Publicly Provided Goods and Private Supplements: The 

Consequences of Declining Public Efficiency 

Arijit Sen, Indian Institute of Management Calcutta 

 

Abstract 

In an economy where citizens consume a publicly provided 

good and a private supplement to it, we study how declining 

efficiency in the public sector impacts (a) the citizens’ 

collective choice of the public provision level (via majority 

voting over taxes), (b) price responses and market penetration 

of competitive/ monopolistic seller(s) of the supplement good, 

and (c) the citizens’ welfare. We characterize public-private 

equilibria where citizens and supplement-seller(s) best-respond 

to each others’ decisions. We delineate how equilibrium 

outcomes change with relative decline in public efficiency, and 

identify the following impacts: (i) Such a decline raises utility 

dispersion/inequality as richer citizens engage in increased 

private supplementation. (ii) There can be discrete changes in 

consumption and welfare due to incremental changes in costs; a 

small improvement in private technology can lead to a large 

reduction in the well-being of many poor citizens. (iii) These 

adverse effects are more likely when the supplement-market is 

competitive than when it is monopolized. 
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3:00 pm -3:45 pm: No-envy, Egalitarian Equivalence and Strategyproofness in 

Queueing Problems 

Manipushpak Mitra, Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata 

 

Abstract 

We investigate mechanisms satisfying strategy-proofness, 

efficiency of decision, and either one of two equity notions, no-

envy and egalitarian equivalence. Both equity notions are 

compatible with strategy-proofness and efficiency of decision 

but they give rise to different subsets of VCG mechanisms. 

Furthermore, while no-envy is compatible with budget 

balancedness or weak group strategy-proofness, egalitarian 

equivalence is not compatible with either. 

 

  



 

 

4:15 pm – 5:00 pm: Greening the Emergent Control of Biodiversity Dynamics: 

A Game Theoretic Approach to Policies for Sustainable 

Consumption 

Pinaki Chakraborti, The University of Burdwan 

 
Abstract 

In the context of emerging openness in the WTO regime, this paper 

first argues that it is required that the ensuing nature of strategic 

relations among countries and firms should be incorporated to 

understand the types of policies needed, if any. These economic 

decision makers have been using biomass of the earth. Globalisation 

of WTO regime leads to repeated Leadership-Followership games 

over time. The present paper argues that a new Stackelberg-Nash 

structure results from globalisation with existing asymmetries. The 

effect of such a game, over time, on Clark-Gordon-Schaefer 

dynamics has been studied here and an alternative control mechanism 

from the demand side has been suggested. The paper models such a 

game on the use of some composite renewable resource, - 

biodiversity or ecosystems - and explores the properties of 

asymmetric Nash equilibriums for policy purposes. It then probes into 

the intertemporal profile in the second part to trace out the implied 

dynamics, the nature of equilibria and the implications of a demand 

tax rather than a production subsidy on the dynamics. The paper 

argues that a tax on the demand for the yield is superior to that on the 

producer(s). 
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Day 5 (30
th

 November 2012) 

 

Morning Session 

 

Chairperson: Jyotsna Jalan, CTRPFP (CSSSC) 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm: Fourth Plenary Lecture:  

Consumption Inequality, Consumption Smoothing and 

Family Labour Supply 

Richard Blundell, University College London 

 

  

1:00 pm – 1:15 pm: Question & Answer Session 

  

1:15 pm – 2:00 pm: 
Lunch Break 

 

Afternoon Session 

 

Chairperson: Pranab Kumar Das, CSSSC 
 

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm: Letting the Briber Go Free: An Experiment on 

Mitigating Harassment Bribes 

Tarun Jain, Indian School of Business, Hyderabad 

 
Abstract 

This paper examines the effectiveness of using asymmetric 

liability to combat harassment bribes. Basu (2011) advocates 

legal immunity for bribe-givers, while retaining culpability for 

bribe-takers. Results from our experiment indicate that while this 

policy has the potential to significantly reduce corrupt practices, 

weak economic incentives for the bribe-giver, or retaliation by 

bribe-takers can mitigate the positive disciplining effect of such 

an implementation. As a result, asymmetric liability on its own 

may face challenges in the field. 

 

  



 

2:45 pm – 3:30 pm: Caste, religion and employment in India: An empirical 

analysis of network effect 

Tushar Nandi, Centre for Training and Research in 

Public Finance and Policy 

 
Abstract 

This paper investigates the caste and religion based network 

effects on employment in India. Often limited employment 

opportunity in disadvantaged caste regions, varying level of 

formal education and discrimination are considered as prime 

factors behind disparity in employment outcomes among caste. 

We examine the role social network plays in determining 

employment outcome in rural India. Using the 66
th
 round of NSS 

data we estimate the effect of caste based network on an 

individual’s employment probability in non-farm sectors. We use 

a methodology that allows us to control for several omitted 

variable biases that often confound the network effects.  The 

results suggest that social network works as an information 

channel facilitating non-farm employment of individuals of same 

caste: higher the number of people of an individual’s caste 

employed in non-farm sectors, higher is his own chance of 

finding a non-farm employment. Household members employed 

in non-farm sector are the closest network contacts for 

employment related information. The effect of social network 

based on caste and locality remains substantial even after 

controlling for within household information transmission. 
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3:30 pm – 3:45 pm:  Tea Break 

  

3:45 pm – 4:30 pm: Do Political determinants Affect Revenue Collection? 

Evidence from the Indian States 

Bharatee Bhusana Dash, National Institute of Public 

Finance and Policy (NIPFP) 
 

Abstract 

This study explores a panel dataset of 14 Indian states 

spread over 27 fiscal years, from 1980-81 to 2006-07, to 

examine whether there exists a systematic link between the 

revenue collection and the political determinants. Four 

revenue measures related to tax collection and internal debt 

are considered. Five types of political determinants: 

government fragmentation, the strength of the opposition, 

the majority of the government, ideology of the government 

and electoral cycle years are identified and four different 

sets of hypotheses are developed by linking the political 

determinants with each of the revenue measures. The 

overall findings of the study suggest that the government 

specific political determinants are significant and robust 

determinants of revenue collections of the Indian states. 

 

  



 

4:30 pm – 5:15 pm:                Intergovernmental Fiscal Transfers in India: Some 

Emerging Concerns 

Anita Rath, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai 

 
Abstract 

The multi-layered federal structure in India has a complex system 

of intergovernmental fiscal transfers. These are guided by several 

institutions and have manifestations in a labyrinth of fiscal flows. 

This paper focuses only on the Centre-State fiscal linkages. 

Several concerns regarding these fiscal transfers, raised time and 

again, have become more enduring in recent times. These 

transfers have become less formulaic and more discretionary.  As 

a consequence, the share of Central Plan and Centrally Sponsored 

Schemes (CSS) in the Gross Budgetary Support (GBS) has gone 

up over the years at the cost of the assistance for State plans. The 

matching requirement for CSS also impinges upon the limited 

own source of funds of the States. In addition, a large part of the 

flows, in recent times, are society transfers which bypass State 

treasury. The proliferation of CSS over the plan cycles has been a 

common feature over the plan periods. Attempts at restricting 

such schemes by weeding, merging and transfer of schemes to the 

States around the commencement of every new plan have become 

more ritualistic. Major flagship schemes, though small in number, 

constitute a large part of the CSS expenditure. Most of these 

schemes are within the domain of social sector and have 

implications for centralisation of social sector policies. Thus, 

State planning processes get compromised on many crucial issues 

which remain State subjects. 

It is in this context, this paper makes an attempt to decipher the 

changing trend and pattern of Centre-State fiscal transfers in 

India. The paper is organised in the following manner. Apart 

from this introductory note, there are three sections in the paper. 

The second section discusses the changing trend and pattern of 

Centre-State fiscal transfers in India. The subsequent section 
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indicates how these changes might have influenced the growing 

centralisation of social sector expenditure in the country. In the 

last section, final observations are made. 

 

  

 



 

Plenary Speakers 

 

Richard Blundell 

Richard Blundell holds the David Ricardo Chair of Political Economy at University College 

London where he was appointed Professor of Economics in 1984, and was Chair of the 

Department (1988 – 1992). He is a graduate of the University of Bristol and London School of 

Economics. Since 1986 he has been Research Director of the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS), 

where he is also Director of the ESRC Centre for the Microeconomic Analysis of Public Policy. 

He has held visiting professor positions at UBC, MIT and Berkeley. He holds Honorary 

Doctorates from the University of St.Gallen, Switzerland; the Norwegian School of Economics, 

NHH, Bergen, Norway; and the University of Mannheim, Mannheim, Germany. He was awarded 

the CBE in the 2006 Queens New Year Honours list for his services to Economics and Social 

Science. In 1995 he was awarded the Yrjö Jahnsson Prize for his work in microeconometrics and 

the analysis of labour supply, welfare reform and consumer behaviour. In 2000 he was awarded 

the Econometric Society Frisch Prize Medal for his paper 'Estimating Labour Supply Responses 

using Tax Reforms'. In 2008 he was the recipient of the Jean-Jacques Laffont Prize given to a 

high level economist whose research combines both the theoretical and applied aspects of 

economics. He was awarded the CES-Ifo Prize in 2010 and the Sandmo Prize in 2011. He was 

the 2011 Downing Fellow at University of Melbourne. 

He is currently President of the Royal Economic Society (2011-2013). He is a Fellow of the 

Econometric Society (1991), Fellow of the British Academy (1996), Honorary Member of the 

American Economic Association (2001), Honorary Member American Academy of Arts and 

Science (2002) and Honorary Fellow of the Institute of Actuaries (2003). He was elected to the 

European Economic Association Council in 1997 and to the Council of the Econometric Society 

in 1998. He has been on the editorial board of many academic journals. He is currently an 

Editorial Board member of Annual Reviews. His published papers have appeared in academic 

journals including Econometrica, Review of Economic Studies, American Economic Review, 

Journal of Political Economy, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Journal of the Royal Statistical 

Society, Journal of Econometrics, Journal of Applied Econometrics and Economic Journal. He is 

also one of the editors of the Mirrlees Review of Tax Reform which reported its findings in 2011. 
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Flavio Menezes 

Flavio Menezes is a Professor of Economics and currently the Head of the School of Economics 

at the University of Queensland. He joined the University of Queensland in June 2006 after more 

than a decade at the Australian National University, where he was, amongst other 

responsibilities, was the Foundation Director of the Australian Centre of Regulatory Economics. 

Flavio was also a part‐time Vice President with the Regulatory Economics and Public Policy 

Practice at CRA International in Canberra until May 2006 and a Senior Consultant until May 

2007. 

Flavio Menezes has published over 50 journal articles on the economics of auctions, competition 

and regulatory economics, industrial organization, and market design. He is regarded as 

Australia’s leading auction expert and author of a well‐known textbook on auction theory 

published by Oxford University Press. Flavio Menezes has presented seminars and delivered 

lectures in the America, Europe and in the Asia Pacific Region. He has lectured to both academic 

audiences and practitioners. His academic career has taken him to world renowned institutions as 

a visitor. He is a vice President of the Economic Society of Australia (Queensland Branch), a 

member of editorial boards and associate editor of a number of international journals.  

Professor Menezes has a rich consulting experience. Overseas consulting includes being the 

main advisor on the determination of a privatisation model for utilities, providing advice on 

electricity regulatory reform, and reviewing government procurement practices. Consulting 

experiences in Australia include advising the ACCC, IPART and the Victorian Government on 

market design issues in regulatory environments and providing economic advice to various 

private and public organisations on mergers, competition policy cases and regulatory issues in 

defence, energy, banking, health, transport and telecommunications. 

 

 



 

Paper Presenters 

 

Adil Mohommad 

Dr. Adil Mohommad is an Economist in the Asia Pacific Department at the International 

Monetary Fund since 2011. He received his Doctorate in Economics from the University of 

Maryland, College Park in 2010. He holds a Masters in Economics from Delhi School of 

Economics (2001), and received his B.A. in Economics from Delhi University (1999). He has 

also enjoyed a brief stint as a journalist for a financial daily. His research interests include trade, 

institutions, and infrastructure and growth. 

 

Alpana Kateja 

Dr. Alpana Kateja is Professor and Head, Department of Economics, University of Rajasthan, 

Jaipur. She is currently the Coordinator, Special Assistance Programme (SAP), DSA-III, 

Department of Economics, University of Rajasthan and the Nodal Officer, Workstation for 

Research, Census of India, Department of Economics, University of Rajasthan. She is also the 

Chief Editor of Arthshodh, Departmental Journal of Economics. She has received her Doctoral 

degree in 1993 from Sukhadia University, Udaipur (Rajasthan). She is the recipient of Gold 

medal and certificate of merit awarded for ranking 1st in Master of Arts, Mohan Lal Sukhadia 

University, Udaipur. Her research interests include Development Economics and Health 

Economics. 

 

Anita Rath 

Dr. Anita Rath is an Associate Professor at Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai. 

She is currently the Chairperson of the Centre for Study of Developing Economies, School of 

Development Studies, TISS. She has received her M.Phil degree from Delhi School of 

Economics and Doctoral degree from the University of Mumbai. Her area of interest has been 

the Economics of the Public Sector. Her major publications have been in the field of Urban 

Fiscal Reforms. Her other interest areas include Development Economics and Health Economics 
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Arijit Sen 

Dr. Arijit Sen is a Professor at Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta. He received his 

Doctorate degree in Economics from Princeton University. He is interested in applying Decision 

Theory and Game Theory to address research questions in Information Economics, Industrial 

Organization, Public Economics, and Development Economics. 

 

Bharatee Bhusana Dash 

Dr. Bharatee Bhusana Dash is an Economist at the National Institute of Public Finance and 

Policy (NIPFP), New Delhi, since June, 2011. He has received his Doctoral degree from the 

Central University, Hyderabad. Some of his research interests are Public Choice, Fiscal Policy, 

Development Economics, and Applied Econometrics. 

 

Hiranya Lahiri 

Mr. Hiranya Lahiri has completed MA from Jawaharlan Nehru University, New Delhi securing 

first position. Currently he is pursuing Ph. D under the guidance of Prof. Ambar Nath Ghosh 

from Jadavpur University. His research interests include Macro-economics and Open-

Economy Macroeconomics. He has also worked on Mundell-Fleming Model, Food Policy and 

Development via Industrialization. 

 

Manipushpak Mitra 

Dr. Manipushpak Mitra is a Professor at Economic Research Unit, Indian Statistical Institute, 

Kolkata. He has received his Doctoral Degree from ISI Delhi and Post Doctoral Degree from 

Universit¨at Bonn, Germany. He did his M.A from Delhi School of Economics. He has been a 

visiting professor of Seoul National University, University of New South Wales, Seoul National 



 

University, Singapore Management University, University of Rochester and many other foreign 

universities. His research interests include Game Theory, Industrial Organization, Mechanism 

Design, and Social Choice.  

 

Marcus Dittrich 

Dr. Marcus Dittrich received his Master’s degree in Economics in 2002. In 2008 he received his 

PhD in Economics from Dresden University of Technology. Since 2009 he is Assistant Professor 

at Chemnitz University of Technology. His research focuses on labour economics, public 

economics, applied microeconomics, and behavioural economics. 

 

Pinaki Chakraborti 

Dr. Pinaki Chakraborti is the senior most Professor at the Department of Economics, University 

of Burdwan. He did his Ph.D. from JNU, New Delhi with a RBI fellowship in 1983 and had been 

a visiting faculty at Columbia University, USA with a Ford Foundation Post Doctoral Fellowship 

during 1990-91. In recent times he worked as the lead coordinator in writing the District Human 

Development Reports for Burdwan and Purulia at the behest of UNDP and Development and 

Planning, Government of West Bengal. He also was the coordinator of the Centre for Regional 

Development and Planning at his Department in The University of Burdwan. 

 

Prabal Roy Chowdhury 

 

Dr. Prabal Roy Chowdhury is a Professor at Economics and Planning Unit, Indian Statistical 

Institute (ISI), Delhi. He received his PhD degree in Economics from ISI Delhi and Post 

Doctoral degree from The Center for Operations Research and Econometrics (CORE), Belgium. 

Prior to ISI, Delhi, he has taught at Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta and Jawaharlal 

Nehru University, New Delhi. He has been a visiting professor of Warwick University, Monash 

University, University of Sidney, Deakin University, National University of Singapore and many 

other foreign universities. He has about fifty international journal publications including a best 
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paper award by Journal of Development Economics in the year 2007. His research interests 

include Game theory, industrial organization, bargaining, and development economics. 

 

Sattwik Santra 

Dr. Sattwik Santra is a Post Doctoral Fellow at the Center for Training and Research in Public 

Finance and Policies under the Center for Studies in Social Sciences Calcutta. He received his 

Ph.D. degree from the Indian Statistical Institute Kolkata. His research area includes 

international trade, industrial organization, and tax policies. 

Tarun Jain 

Dr. Tarun Jain is an Assistant Professor of Economics and Public Policy at the Indian School of 

Business. His research interests are in the fields of labor and development economics. He earned 

a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Virginia in 2009, and B.A. in Economics and 

Mathematics from Franklin and Marshall College in 1999. His research interests include 

Development Economics, Labor Economics.  

 

Tushar K. Nandi 

Dr. Tushar K. Nandi is a Fellow in Economics at Center for Training and Research in Public 

Finance and Policies under the Center for Studies in Social Sciences Calcutta. He has received 

his Ph.D. degree from University of Siena, Italy. He has been a visting faculty for many foreign 

universities. Prior to joining CTRPFP, he has taught in University of Gourbanga, Malda and 

Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata. His research interest includes Applied Microeconometrics, 

Labour Economics, Development Economics, Behavioral Economics 


